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EY TO THE 8 
LAN DOW NE RS and TRADERS 
OF T.HE 


Counties of Salop and Worceſter. 


bs 4 HE Carriage of Goods and Merchandize is an Obje& of ſuch Importance 
in a commercial State, that a Lover of his Country will join in promoting 
every Attempt to render the ſame as cheap, certain, and expeditious as poſſible. 
While much has been done in the Northern Parts of this Kingdom, in im- 
. proving River Navigations, the Rivers running Weſtward wunhappily have been 
io little attended to, that they have not received any improvement. Excluſive 
of natural Obſtructions in the River Severn, the preſent expenſive and uncertain 
Method of conveyance of Goods, calls loudly for a change; and every ene ac- 
- quainted with Trade, and the Advantages of Population, will rejoice in the Oc- 
caſion of calling to conſtant, regular, and certain Employ a large Number of able 
Men, who are literally out of Employ ſeveral Months in the Vear. 
In our national Difficulties, . it has been ſome Conſolation to the {ſpeculative 
Part of this Kingdom, that our Manufactures and Commerce may be aided and 
: increaſed by Improvements ; and no Improvements can more facilitate the exten- 
ſive Branch of the Iron Frade than Navigation. Some of the largeſt Founderies 
in Europe, and the greateſt ManufaQories of Hardwares in the World, have 
ſeated themſelves. upon the Banks and navigable Branches leading into the River 
 Fevern. The ponderous Subſtance of thete Wares requires a Tegular improved 
Navigation to convey them to Market; the Want of it gives the Founderies and 
Manufactories of the North (where the Rivers are improved) Advantages over 
- our own in this part of the Kingdom. Let us improve the Navigation of the 
Severn, and ye ſhall convey our-Produce to Market upon equal Terms with our 
| Neighbours ; give a regular, certain, and cheap Circulation to Trade; and be of 
real national Utility. The Views of thoſe who are promoting the Improvements 
of the River Severn are fixed upon a liberal and certain Plan; not to impoſe, as 
hath been maliciouſly hinted ;---they with not to oppreſs, but to ſecure the Pro- 
perty of every Man; and in the. Progreſs of their Works to accommodate every 
Gentleman, as far as Prudence can go, without loſing Sight of the grand Object. 
Under theſe Rules of Juſtice, it is withed to offer a Bill to Parliament, truſting it 
will have the Aſſiſtance of every provident and landed Man, as all Improvements 
tend to his Intereſt and Welfare that eflentially ſerve his Country. 

The Public, by Means of this Improvement, will have a regular Supply of 
Coals at all Seaſons; their Scarcity, occaſioned by Drought, can be no more: 
The Price will become as regular as the Supply; by which Means thoſe Impedi- 

ments which now make a Scarcity, and at Times raiſe the Price of Coals, will 
be entirely removed. It cannot be forgot that the Conſumers of Coal laſt Sum- 
mer paid two and three Shillings per Ton extra for that Arcicle, and fifty per 

Cent. was paid for the freight of Mercantile Goods. | 
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When the Trade of the Severn becomes regular, by means of theſe Improve- 


ments, of courſe alſo the Paſſage of Goods and Land Produce upon it becomes ſo.” 


The preſent Delays and Hindrances are ſo heavily felt by all who truſt Property 
upon that River, as to implore Improvement, to prevent the conſtant Damage 
{ſuſtained by Pilfering, Waſte, Periſhing, and various Water-damage, by Mer- 
chandize being detained upon the River, for want of Water to convey it along. 


Improve the River, and you cure the Evil, and Boat Owners will have their 


Veſlels in conſtant Employ. 


But, as theſe Improvements tend to increaſe and extend Intercourſe, they muſt 


alſo tend to the Employment of more bey and Watermen, and of Courſe 
make the Severn a ſtill greater Nurſery. for Watermen, who are of great national 
Uſe. Far is it from the Promoters Intentions to 1njure this Set of uſeful and re- 
ſpectable Men, or make Impofitions upon them or their Employ, to their own 
Injury; in this preſent Caſe they have been impoſed upon, and had their Minds 
inflamed by the Views of Men, who, inſtead of ſeeking their Good, are pro- 
moting Canals, (where this Set of Men cannot be employed) to run parallel with 
the River, much to their Injury, and of no Service to the Public. 5 
The great Object of-removing the Impediments in the River Severs, is to give 
an uninterrupted, regular, and expeditious Communication with the grand Chain 
of Inland Canals, which are connecting London with all Out-Ports and Manu- 
ſactories in the Iſland, and alſo connecting the Eaſt and Weſt Sea: The Severn 
is a Link in the Chain unimproved, and of material Conſequence whether finiſhed 
or not; but certainly the Landed Intereſt of the County of Worceſter will not 
ſhut a Door againſt the Riches aud Labours of the Kingdom paſſing through 
their County. in Safety! we ſay Safety; becauſe freed from the Stoppages, 
Riſques, Damages, and Depredations of a Sea Conveyance. | | 
The Freſhes upon the River are as uncertain as rainy Seaſons; and paſs away 


as ſuddenly as they riſe, ſcarcely to be depended upon for a Voyage. It is to 


keep the River in a continued State of doing Buſineſs, when theſe Freſhes fail, 

that theſe Improvements are undertaken. FLIES | . 
The Object and Wiſhes of the preſent Promoters of this Scheme are only to 

have the Improvements carried into Execution upon a certain and liberal Plan; 


the Land-owners have generally the offer of becoming Subſcribers, and taking 


on them the Management of this concern if they had choſe it 
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Worcefeer, 


20th Feb. 1786. 


A FREEHOLDER, 


